
 

                 

Dream…Aspire…Achieve  

Termly Newsletter – Friday 22nd October 
Dear Parents,  
 
As we come to the end of the first term, we look back on all the wonderful learning that has 
taken place over the last 7 weeks and how the school has felt normal for the first time in 18 
months. It has been an extremely busy term on so many different levels. Teachers and children 
have spent the last 7 weeks settling down into new class routines and getting to know each 
other and for many this was a big change after spending two years with the same class teacher. 
However, in true Batheaston style the children have responded well and there has been a lovely 
buzz around the school with children motivated and engaged in their learning. I know many of 
you would have heard great things about your child during our recent parents evenings and we 
would like to thank you for your continued support. 
 
One of the biggest highlights for me this term is 
our whole school Collective Worship where we 
gather together at the start each week as a whole 
school in the hall. We have not been able to do 
this for such a long time and it just feels such a 
special start to the week. This term we have been 
looking at Thankfulness and being grateful and we 
have discussed and talked about so many different 
things from World poverty to Children’s rights and 
being thankful to those around us who help and 
support us every day. The children’s responses 
are truly wonderful, and it is amazing to hear from 
parents how the topics we discuss in school, feed 
back into discussions at home. Oak class did a super class assembly for us this week, all 
planned and carried out by the children themselves. Although we were unable to invite parents 
in on this occasion due to the increase in cases around the local area, our hope is that we will 
be able to have parents back in to see class assemblies and celebration assembly on a Friday 
over the coming terms.  Our Christian Value next term will be looking at peace as we lead up to 
all the Christmas festivities. 
 
We are also very excited to announce that we will be launching a new school website after half 
term. Over the last few years, we have been praised for our website, but we felt it needed a bit 
of a revamp. Nikki has been working really hard over the last two months transferring all the 
relevant information over to the new website and designed some new and exciting elements to 
make the site easier to navigate. We hope it will give yourselves and prospective parents a real 
insight into us as a school and we hope you enjoy it. 
 
As always, I would like to thank you for all your wonderful support, your warm smiles as you 
come into school each morning and for entrusting us to look after your amazing children each 
day. 
 
Have a lovely half term break. 
Best wishes 

Sally and all the Staff  

 



 Welcome Apples 

 
It has been a joy to watch our youngest members settle into 
their new class and become a big part of our Batheaston 
Family. When we met our little Apples back in August, Nikki, Jon 
and I knew we were in for a real treat and they have not 
disappointed. Our new Apple class members are an absolute 
delight and the children are already making great strides with 
their learning and showing great excitement and curiosity 
around the topic ‘Only one you’ 

 

 
 

We also have to mention at this point how brilliant Oak class has been with helping and 
supporting Apple class settle in this term. The kindness they have shown towards the younger 
children has been phenomenal and we are so proud with how Oak class has matured and 

shown a very loving and caring side to their 
nature. Well done Oak class! 

 
 

Fun, Excitement and Laughter 
In true Batheaston style, our term started off with a bang and we have not stopped since. 
Excited to be back, refreshed after the Summer break, the children soon got into the swing of 

things and have produced some amazing work in their learning. 
Maths has been a big focus this term and with the wonderful resources we 
have been able to purchase from the funds raised in our grow a pound 
initiative, the children have been taking a hands on approach to maths, 

helping to build their confidence and knowledge. 
 
We have continued to use our 
Talk 4 writing approach in the 
teaching of writing to really 
help support and structure 
children’s writing. The 
approach helps to increase 

their knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, alongside their 
understanding of sentence structure. Teachers have worked hard to 
inspire children in a range of different ways to encourage them to want to 
write. The impact has been impressive.  
 



Reading also 
plays an 
important part 
in our 
curriculum 
and the 
children have 
really enjoyed 

spending time in their classes reading high quality books from their class book corners or ones 
which have been brought in from home. Here at 
Batheaston, we aim high and want all our children to 
leave here as highly confident readers who share a love 
of reading. The success of our book fair and the 
eagerness on children’s faces to go home and read their 
new books is testimony to the joy and passion they feel 
for the love of reading.                                                                                                                                                                      

                          
                  
 
 
 
 
 
Children being awarded for their love of 
reading. 
 

 
 
Sport continues to be high on the agenda at Batheaston and this 
term has been packed full of great sporting opportunities which the 
children have been able to take part in and even try something 
new. From Rugby to cheerleading, we have enjoyed hosting a 
range of different activities led by experts in their field. A big well 
done to the children in Years 4,5 and 6 who took part in a recent 
rugby tournament. They showed great sportsmanship and played in 
style. A truly lovely experience for all who took part. 

 
We love to be creative at Batheaston and its wonderful to see children enjoying the outdoors 
and putting their artistic talents to use. 

 

 
 



 

 

All in all it has been a busy yet fabulous half term and we are incredibly grateful that we have 
been able to allow the children to mix, gather together as a whole school and provide a super 
variety of after school clubs for all ages. 
A big well done to everyone. 
 

A message from our Chair of Governors – Steph Hanna 

This term as governors we have been fortunate to be able to start resuming some in-person 
visits to the school, and I would like to share this message from our Foundation governor 
Ruth; “It was lovely to come into school and see Collective Worship on the theme of 
Thankfulness. Children were thinking about the adults that support them in the clubs that 
they attend in the community as well as at school. They were especially thankful for 
volunteers who take the time to run diverse clubs, from Brownies, Cubs and Scouts to sports 
and drama. Children took a moment to think about why they enjoy the clubs they attend, 
how they benefit from them and how these opportunities might link to our school vision of 
Dream, Aspire, Achieve.” 

To this I would like to add particular thanks from the governors to the teachers who have 
been running after-school clubs this term, as I know so many children have been thrilled that 
these have started again. In addition, the Trust has shared with us the progress data from 
last year and it was great to see children in all year groups had made strong progress last 
year, despite the challenges of COVID. A special thank you to Sally and all the staff for all 
their hard work on this. 

Finally, a reminder that nominations for parent governors are currently open. Details are on 
the letter that was sent out last week, but if anyone would like further information then 
please get in touch with me through the school office. 

On behalf of all the Governors, I would like to wish the children, staff and parents a restful 
half term. 

Steph 

Christmas Productions 
 
We have all our fingers and toes crossed that we will be able to invite parents in to watch our 
Christmas productions.  
 
Key Stage 1 (Apple, Cherry and Willow) – Wednesday 8th December @ 6:30pm in the 
school hall. 
 
Key Stage 2 (Elm, Hazel, Maple and Oak) – Tuesday 14th December @ 6:30pm and 
Thursday 16th December @ 6:30pm in the school hall. 
 

We look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 2nd November 
 
 


